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Finn: Did you know about it in advance? 
Mads: No. We expected that at some point a search would be made, 
because, the Danish chairmanship of EU was to start in less than three 
weeks. We figured  that at some time the police would turn up, but we 
didn’t expect it would happen now. We thought there would go at least a 
month before they began to make plans. We knew that something would 
happen soon and they would be coming.
Kirsten: How many places have they been in Copenhagen?
M: They said they had searched 14 places.
K: That seems like overkill.
M: Yes, but that’s also because people live one place and maybe have a 
postal address another place, so they search them both. They also arrested 
nine people. They searched here but didn’t arrest anyone living here. So 
14 addresses seems very plausible. Also because they want to make it into 
a big thing and the more addresses, the more dramatic it appears. That’s 
also why they barricade the streets down here, from Nørrebrogade all the 
way up to Mimersgade. That’s not anything they usually do. They usually 
just block the road here at Dagmarsgade and down to Nørrebrogade. So 
this is really something else when they block a big part of Baldersgade 
for all traffic. I was up here then, and they came in and we started running 
around shouting, “Search”, and I went and woke people up and told them 
that they were searching the house.
K: What time was it?
M: They came at 8 o’clock.
K: In the morning?
M: In the morning, and I was sleeping, and then I heard something. I 
woke up at one point and got up but then I went back to bed. Then, I felt 
the house shaking from this pounding and someone shouting downstairs 
and I’m awake again. I realize that it’s the police, and I hurry and put 
on my shorts and a T-shirt and run around shouting and run upstairs to 
wake people. Then, I go downstairs and just when I get down to the hall, 
they charge up the stairs in full fight uniform yelling and shouting. I get 
pushed out on the glass roof with some of the others, my girlfriend and 
some of the other folks that live here and some guests, too. We’re eight 
people sitting out there, and one doesn’t have any clothes on and is sitting 
with a quilt around him. So, we sit there and try to figure out what’s hap-
pening. Why they’re here etc. They won’t tell us anything. They are very 



brusque, and all they tell us is to shut up and sit down. So, we sit there 
and some others are sitting another place in the room and are not allowed 
to sit with us, so we are sitting two different places in the room, five here 
and 3 over in the other corner. We sit there quite a long time. I try to find 
out what the hell is going on and try to talk to the boss, but I can’t. I ask 
to see a search warrant, and I can’t. I ask what’s going on and why they’re 
here, and they just say I should shut up and sit down. So, I’m sitting there 
not knowing shit about what’s going on. I look out of the window and can 
see that they have cordoned the whole road off and a beer truck can’t get 
through and the driver is standing there arguing with the police. He can’t 
drive through the blockade and he’s not able to back up, and it’s all very 
surrealistic. So we sit there for a while and finally they come in again 
and want our names and then they investigate us. They have to find out 
whether we’re wanted or anything. This takes a while, and we’re still sit-
ting here not knowing anything. We’re not allowed to go to the toilet and 
it’s all very, very strange. There are lots of police here, at least seven big 
policemen in full fight gear glowering at us. We can hear them running up 
and down the stairs.
K: With helmets and everything?
M: With helmets and all that shit, as if it was a street fight or something. 
We can hear them running around out in the kitchen and there are loads 
of them out front and cars all over the place. They’re out in the courtyard 
and it’s very chaotic. It doesn’t seem like the one hand knows what the 
other is up to. Because at one point they tell us that we can go, but then 
we’re not allowed to after all. Finally, they say we should go outside on 
the street. We want to get our shoes, and the guy without clothes on wants 
to get dressed. He’s allowed to get his clothes and we’re allowed to put 
on our shoes, but just one at a time. So I’m allowed to go down to our 
hall where the shoes are. Two cops are standing there. I don’t know what 
they’re doing – making sure that no one jumps out the window maybe. I 
don’t know. But I get my shoes.
K: Are you more than you five plus the three? There are more people liv-
ing in the house, aren’t there?
M: Oh yes, some also live downstairs. Everyone who was up here lives 
upstairs plus en extra who ran up the stairs. Then, there are some who 
weren’t home, so we were eight. One at a time we’re allowed to – no not 
allowed – ordered to go out into the courtyard. We sit there a while and 

then are taken away one at a time, and then a policeman asks where I’m 
going. I don’t know, I’m not going anywhere. I’m just staying here like 
I’ve been doing all along. I keep saying that I want to talk to the boss 
and ask what’s going on. But I still can’t get any answers. I’m taken out 
through the gate by a cop who keeps asking me where I’m going and I 
keep saying I don’t know. Where am I going? I don’t know! So then he 
says, follow me and he takes me all the way to Mimersgade where I’m 
put on the other side of these red and white plastic streamers they use to 
block off the road. There are two police cars there and some cops.
K: You’re not allowed to be inside this area?
M: No. 
F: Don’t you have your official address here?
M: Yes, I live here. So I’m standing on the other side of the street and 
keep asking them: I want to know now what’s happening. I want to talk 
to the boss. I want to see a search warrant. And another thing. I’m also 
allowed to be there when they search my home. But they won’t let me. 
And they won’t tell me what their numbers are or anything else.
K: They still don’t have their numbers on?
M: No.
F: They do have numbers, don’t they?
K: Yes, but they won’t show them!
M: They won’t show them.
K: I’ve also asked for them at demonstrations.
M: They make it possible to make a complaint about a specific officer if 
you can see his number. So I keep making a fuss, and then this cop, really 
big, says that now I can piss off or I’ll be arrested. I don’t really feel like 
getting arrested so I start walking together with two others who have also 
been put outside the blockade. We walk around a bit looking for people. 
We meet some we know who live further down Nørrebrogade, and they 
invite us in and give us some coffee, and we still try to find out what’s 
happening. It’s first now, and this is an hour and ten minutes anyway after 
they burst in on us, that I see text tv and see what the hell it’s all about. 
It’s part of a big hash raid. This is completely crazy. I sit there in shock 
for a long time, and we learn that they have searched 13 other addresses. 
They’re here from 8 o’clock to 4 in the afternoon – eight hours rummag-
ing in all our rooms and down in the cellar. They find all kinds of things 
down there and call in a bomb patrol, bomb section – something or other. 



Roller-Marie and everything and find something they say looks like a 
bomb. And there are some strange chemicals, too, that they don’t know 
what are. So they call the fire department in.
F: You weren’t here then, were you?
M: No, there are two people in the house at the time the fire department 
comes. They are supposed to be able to watch while they search each 
place. But they can’t because they search the whole house at one time. 
That means that those two people can’t see shit, can’t find out anything. 
They would have to be 100 different places and watch 50 different people 
at the same time, and that’s not possible for just two people. At this point, 
some cops find a pepper spray.
K: What?
M: A pepper spray. One of the cops shoots it off. I don’t know why. 
Maybe it’s his idea of a good time. So suddenly the room is full of this 
pepper spray and nobody can go in there. So then they say that it was 
the fault of those two, so they can’t stay there but then they can anyway. 
Complete chaos. Nobody knows what they’re doing. The cops just go 
crashing around, tramping on and messing with all our things. Some of it 
seems, when we see it afterwards, like they weren’t searching. They were 
just ruining everything. They just came in and threw our stuff around and 
made a big mess.
F: But they took some things with them?
M: Yes. Like I said, they called the fire department at one point, and they 
spray foam all over the cellar, because they found these strange chemicals. 
But I don’t know about it. I see it on tv later – people coming out of there 
with big boxes containing some bottles with these very, very dangerous 
chemicals. They are walking out of the house with them without any form 
of protection, so they couldn’t be so dangerous after all…
F: Don’t you know what they are?
M: I don’t know, this bomb they were talking about – I have no idea what 
it is. I look forward to getting them back again.
F: Are you going to get them back?
M: Usually, after a very long time, we get our things back, and I am very, 
very interested to see what that bomb is.
F: And the chemicals?
M: The house was searched…
F: Maybe it was acetic acid or something like that?

M: Yes, there can be different things, chemicals, but we don’t have any-
thing that isn’t in every household. There are 16 to 20 people living here, 
and this house also has to be maintained, and for that you have to use 
some chemicals. So maybe there’s some acid and stuff like that, but noth-
ing that’s dangerous so they have to put foam all over the place. It’s all 
a little strange. Those chemicals have been confiscated every single time 
– three times!
K: The same ones?
M: The same chemicals that they carry out with big fuss for the press, so 
they can see all this terrible stuff, but they always return them to us again, 
because they’re not dangerous. We wouldn’t live someplace where there 
was a bomb in the cellar and strange chemicals that I didn’t know what 
were. They were carried out and then we got them back, and we have just 
put that box they returned to us down in the cellar. And then they come 
and take them away again. They’ll find their own fingerprints on them. 
We haven’t touched the damn chemicals. It’s just one big show for the 
press. The first time they raided us, they took tons of old radiators we had 
lying in the cellar. They were bombs of some kind and had to be driven 
off in big trucks. They talked about a huge bomb factory. But of the things 
that were confiscated that first time only very, very few things – and not 
those old radiators – were used as evidence in that case. And today – what 
happened last Monday – there’s nothing they’ve confiscated that can be 
used as evidence, either.
F: You say evidence – will there be a case?
M: They have to justify their actions, so of course at some time they will 
make charges, because they believe that our house has been a distribu-
tion centre for the sale of hash. At some point, they’ll have to justify 
the search and confiscation of our things. They took all kinds of strange 
things, since they only found one and a half grams hash. That’s how much 
hash there was in the house – 20 people and one and a half grams – that’s 
nothing!
F: They can find that anywhere.
M: They could probably find more if they stormed an ordinary apartment 
house.
K: Like that architect firm in the glass house down there? Creative people 
like that often use hash…
F: This action – was it a cover so they could investigate your house 



because of EU or did they have a theory that hash should finance some-
thing or other?
M: The police have come with a theory that they have just grabbed out of 
thin air.
K: How do they come by such theories? Do they find them on the inter-
net? 
M: No. The only things you can find is what’s in the newspapers. They 
don’t put their own theories out on the net.
F: Do you think they have such a theory? Or do you think that they use 
that hash raid to check up on you?
M: Yes, that’s what I think. People have moved out and in since the last 
search. I wasn’t living here then. They want to know where people are 
and who is living in the house, because lots of people have their postal 
address here, maybe 50 or so. Sometimes it can be smart to have a postal 
address here if they live someplace where they aren’t supposed to live, 
and then they can pick up their mail here. There can be lots of reasons to 
do that.
F: Lots of young people do that.
M: Yes, but of course they would like to know who lives here, who lives 
here permanently. None of those who were arrested live here permanently. 
None of those arrested live here, and no one was arrested here!
K: Did they get a list of the people living here.
M: Yes, they found out who lived here and of course they used that as 
part of it – who was living here and what were they planning. But there’s 
another thing – they want to criminalize the Autonome as being some-
thing different than people think. They’re very busy with this, and we’ve 
never experienced it before. The connection between hash, Hells Angels 
and the Autonome. The Autonome have absolutely no connection with 
Hells Angels. Hells Angels is a rocker group with a very patriarchal orga-
nizational structure, very hierarchical, which is precisely one of things we 
are fighting against. Hells Angels are not so important, but we have never 
associated ourselves with any rocker group, Hells Angels, Bandittos, 
whatever.
F: That’s the same thing they do in Latin America. Link liberation move-
ments with narco.
M: Our public image would be weakened of course if we were no longer 
seen as idealistic young people fighting for some kind of other society etc. 

but suddenly as narco gangsters.  That’s much better for them because 
then it’s really easy to justify whatever they decide to do. That is clearly 
what they’re after, to raise suspicions about the radical left movement. 
I am sure that is their main purpose. The action itself was carried out 
by Department N, the narcotics police in Copenhagen, whereas earlier 
raids were under Department A, murders and robberies. This includes the 
Autonome, which they call a violent protest movement.
F: How many times have they done this? Is it the third time?
M: It’s the fourth time!
K: Fourth! During how long a period?
M: The first time was in May 2000, I think, and then during the Göteborg 
summit. They searched us after a request from the Swedish police. And 
then one time in September last year, and now.
F: I came by at least twice when…
K: Why did they come those other times. We know that with Göteborg it 
was because they had arrested some people up there.
M: The first time was after an action against the Social Democrat’s office 
in Frederiksberg after they had passed the law that forbid people to cover 
their faces, the law against masking. That was the first time the house was 
searched.
K: You have had the house for a long time.
M: Since 1986. It was occupied in ’86, and they tried to evict everyone a 
few times, especially in May 1989, at the end of squatter activity week. 
There was a sharp confrontation here, but the police withdrew. After that, 
it was relatively calm. They didn’t even come after May 18!
K: It was the Youth House they were after.
M: Yes, on Jagtvej. But in 2000, this house was searched and they confis-
cated all those radiators and some rockets, and lots of other strange things, 
and they tried to construct a story around them. 
K: Was that after the action against the Social Democrats?
M: Yes, and then it was Göteborg. The third time they were trying to find 
a specific person, but they didn’t succeed. But anyway they searched the 
whole house. And now this time, and we believe there will come one 
more this year. For sure, and also more.
K: I’m thinking that is also possible since they have a list of names that 
they’ll take those who are suspects.
M: Yes, they’ve talked about that…



F: Do you have any contact with lawyers?
M: Yes, we have a lawyer, and we have also filed a complaint about the 
search. We have also tried to protest about lots of other things, but we 
never get anything out of it.
F: A sympathetic lawyer?
M: We have a good lawyer who we use every time, a nice person. We 
have two doors, the one they just broke in, which can still open, and 
another one that can’t open. They smashed it the last time and we have 
made a claim to have it replaced, but the state attorney’s office said no, 
they can’t replace it. So, we only have one entrance. They destroyed all 
kinds of things, windows and everything. I don’t know why.
F: That window out to Baldersgade? Did they smash that?
M: No, we removed it ourselves, because we are restoring it. But in the 
courtyard, they climbed in from the neighbouring courtyard and smashed 
the window. They didn’t come in that way, but they broke two windows, 
actually. They said the reason they broke in was because we didn’t come 
down and open the door, but we didn’t want them to smash the door…
F: Do they ring the doorbell when they come?
M: No. We have a doorbell, but they haven’t used it. We would have 
heard it. Maybe they banged on the door, but nobody lives on the ground 
floor, so no one could hear them if they knocked on the door. Oh yes, if 
they used a pile driver, and that’s what we heard. A layer of the door came 
off in some places and they hit the doorknob. It’s hard to aim with a pile 
driver. The door can still open and close. They also smashed our mail box 
and the threshold. They have generally messed around with everyone’s 
things, papers and everything and overturned a closet.
F: Is this the first time you have experienced such a raid?
M: The other places I have lived were searched, but in a completely 
different way. Last time, before I lived here, the police came and said, 
“Hello, we are from the police, bla, bla, bla. I was sitting in detention, and 
they came in and said that they wanted to search my apartment. They said 
I could choose to allow them to do it or wait until the court gave them 
a search warrant. At that time, I had been sitting in detention for about 
14 hours, and that’s not much fun. I wanted to go home, so three offi-
cers drove me home, and we went up to the apartment very calmly and I 
watched what they were doing the whole time.
F: They came to you in detention and said they wanted to search your 

K: They haven’t just talked about it. I’ve seen a law proposal that you can 
read on the internet under Justice Ministry.
M: OK.
K: There is also something about increasing the sentence considerably 
– to four years?
M: No, they increased it to one and a half years.
K: Not more?
M: No. They have increased it so they can take people into custody. They 
have increased the length of sentence for a law that has never been used, 
134 A, which is for grove disturbance of the peace, if I remember correct-
ly. Until now the maximum sentence has been six months imprisonment, 
but that is not high enough to be able to take people into custody, so they 
had to increase the sentence to one and a half year’s imprisonment. A law 
that’s never been used. It will be now though. Before, disturbing the peace 
gave a 500 kr. fine, and it wasn’t registered in criminal records, but now it 
will – it is breaking a criminal law and will therefore be registered in the 
criminal records.
K: Why do you think they want people to have criminal records? So they 
can’t leave the country, or what?
M: It could be that if you have a criminal record, there are some jobs you 
can’t have. Many employers want to see your criminal record. I worked in 
a supermarket once, and they wanted to see if I had a criminal record. But 
that’s not the main point. The main point is that during the summit meet-
ing, they will be able to take people into custody.
K: For a long time?
M: They can take people into custody without their having done anything, 
for example, if you are in a demonstration and don’t leave when they 
want you to. That’s the whole point.
F: When they have just come without a search warrant – you can’t see 
it and they won’t give you their numbers – have you ever tried going to 
court?
M: Yes, we have tried to file a complaint about it. Some people here in 
the house have seen the search warrant, but I live here on equal terms 
with the others. I also have a right to see the search warrant and also have 
a right to know an officer’s number.
K: Don’t we always have that right?
M: Yes!



apartment?
M: Yes, and they were very nice and polite. They went around and said 
that I should keep an eye on what they were doing, so I could be sure they 
didn’t take or plant anything. Of course, it wasn’t much fun that they were 
messing with my things, but it was something entirely different than when 
you’re lying and sleeping and suddenly a small army is standing in your 
house.
K: Were you allowed to come into your own rooms and see what was 
happening?
M: We don’t have our own rooms. Everything is in common.
K: OK, but you could still go around with them and see what was going 
on.
M: We weren’t allowed to because we weren’t allowed to stay in the 
house.
K: That’s where there’s something wrong, isn’t it?
F: What does your lawyer say about that?
M: Actually, I don’t know. They could say that if we were all in the house, 
we could go around and remove things. I don’t know. I don’t have to be 
there when they search. I would just like someone to be sure that they 
didn’t take or plant or destroy anything. It sounds a lot like an American 
film, but I am sure it happens.
K: Yes, that guy Mads. They had simply put some cobblerstones in his 
backpack as evidence, so it does happen.
M: Of course.
K: But what about the money they took?
M: We hope to get it back at some point. Folks need their money. They 
took 10,000 kroner that were downstairs. The house is divided into two 
collectives and I live in the one upstairs. They didn’t take any money up 
here, but downstairs they took 10,000 in all. It belongs to individuals who 
had paid it into the collective’s food fund. That’s what they took!
K: But not up here?
M: They haven’t taken anything up here, and that’s a little strange. They 
took 400 kroner from a room downstairs, while I had 3,000 kroner lying 
here that they didn’t take. That doesn’t make any sense. I’m very happy 
they didn’t take my money. They were to pay the rent. But it doesn’t 
make any sense that they acted the way they did.
F: You figure they’ll come again. Are you prepared for that?

M: More or less. If you move in here then you’re aware that the police 
will come at some point. They are not friendly or polite. They are not the 
friendly country policemen from Skelbæk or where the hell they’re from. 
That’s how it is, and it doesn’t bother me that… well, yes of course, it 
bothers me that they can just come.
F: Are you upset about it?
M: Of course I’m upset, mostly by the way it was done and that there are 
many consequences. I have to relate to the fact that they smashed things 
and look into my chest and take it away. It’s so not much that it’s humili-
ating. It’s just frustrating that society is built like that, with police that can 
just come running and do whatever they feel like. That’s frustrating, and 
it confirms my conviction that the things I’m fighting for are right. It just 
can’t be right that we have a society where they can treat political dis-
sidents in this way. It doesn’t frighten me at all, but it’s irritating when I 
think that people have been in this house that aren’t… I mean I’m old at 
this. I know what’s what and have tried lots of things. I’ve been politically 
active and a left radical for many years, so I accepted many years ago that 
this is the way it is. But other people were here – my girlfriend was here 
and some foreign guests. One girl was supposed to have left for Berlin, 
but she had to postpone it a day because the police had taken her things 
and she couldn’t get them. I kept telling them that she was supposed to go 
to Berlin and that she didn’t live here. She didn’t have anything to do with 
anything, but of course then we didn’t know what the whole thing was 
about. That’s how it is. It’s just shit that they act like that, but that’s how it 
is all the time!
F: Were journalists here immediately?
M: Yes!
K: They had announced it?
M: As far as I know, Ritzau knew about it beforehand. There were also 
those free lance photographers. They just ride around and listen to the 
police radio, so they knew about it. A photographer stood outside and took 
pictures when I was taken out. They were down on the street and must 
have been there beforehand.
F: But they couldn’t come into the house?
M: Press people? No, not during the search. That’s not our choice but the 
police’s, but that’s ok.
K: You haven’t documented anything? Taken any pictures of anything 



they did?
M: No, we haven’t.
F: You’re not allowed to?
M: No, one guy tried to take some pictures, but they were about to arrest 
him. So the only thing to do is just to watch…
F: Is it against the law?
M: They wouldn’t let us anyway. I can’t say what the rules are specifi-
cally. There shouldn’t be anything wrong with it, but we weren’t allowed 
to. He was told in no uncertain terms and they were about to throw his 
camera out the window. But it took a lot of time, all this, and I could have 
used my time in much better ways if they hadn’t been here. Lots of jour-
nalists have constantly wanted to talk to us, and that has to be coordinated 
- find out who should talk to whom.
F: During the action?
M: No, afterwards. It has taken a lot of time. And also from 8 o’clock, 
that’s eight hours that I couldn’t move around freely.
K: You should have been paid…
M: Yes, really. I didn’t go to work. If you are arrested and found innocent 
or if they drop the charges, then you get paid for lost wages. But we don’t 
get anything. I couldn’t go to work – they had taken all kinds of things, I 
had been woken up, and the sick way they had treated us, like shit. A cop 
also stepped on my toe. You can’t work on such a day, with all that adren-
aline in your body and all. 
K: You didn’t know what was happening with the house either, did you?
M: No, they could just as likely smash all our windows.
F: It seems to me that this is part of living in Denmark today.
M: Yes, obviously.
F: Life’s just like that…
M: Yes, but I still sleep peacefully at night.
K: But we know that this is likely to escalate. Since 2000, things have just 
gotten more intense. They’re carrying out a new policy.
F: This shows how society is, a perfect picture.
M: Yes, it just shows that repression in society has increased and become 
more rigorous.
F: That’s why I’m thinking about how we can document as much as pos-
sible.
M: One thing we should do is of course, whenever possible, to document 

the different abuses. If they arrest a demonstrator and beat him, then it’s a 
100 times better if it can be taped or pictures taken or video. Then, it can 
be used for something. Just getting beaten can’t be used for a thing.
K: At a demonstration in Washington in the spring, a very big demon-
stration after Seattle in 99 – the American police are more vulnerable, 
because they have badges with a number on them. We were instructed 
about how to film when things start happening. First, you take a picture of 
the street where you are and a picture of a clock or your watch, and then a 
picture of the cop’s number. At this demo, the police were about to throw 
tear gas, but there were about 300 cameras pointed at them so they didn’t 
dare. Also in Seattle, cameras had an enormous influence on the American 
police. You can say what you like about USA, but their system of legal 
rights is better than here. Because if the police do something – there was a 
picture of a policeman who put his badge in his pocket. After Seattle, they 
brought people to court but not one was found guilty. People were trained 
and they had film so they could prove that they were innocent. That’s 
pretty good for such a large demonstration. They are professional, and 
their society is more based on protecting the individual’s rights. It would 
be a good thing if we could do something about the Danish police, that 
they don’t have any numbers that you can see.
M: The police have more and more leeway, and sentences are constantly 
being sharpened. The system is getting more and more repressive. We 
have a new terror law that is extremely repressive, and a law against cov-
ering your face that compromises our rights. It is also against the right 
to assemble. If you express yourself politically in that way then you’re 
registered and held under observation and labelled as the worst skum. 
And nobody wants to be registered in some kind of Nazi register or some 
mysterious files. That’s awful, so people of course try to use some kind of 
mask to avoid it. And so suddenly it’s forbidden with an elastic paragraph 
so that you can be arrested for just about anything, wearing a knitted hat 
or a cap…
K: Or sunglasses.
M: Yes, sunglasses. It also has to do with how close you are to the dem-
onstration. Because if you go down the street with sunglasses and a cap 
on and a demonstration is 500 meters away, then you’re wearing a mask 
and get six months for it. That’s wild! 
K: The individual is really vulnerable in every way.



M: But also because it’s always up to the police to judge what’s ok. I 
don’t have any confidence in the police. I don’t trust them to judge such 
things.
K: They’re also totally anonymous. They can’t be identified at all, without 
any numbers.
M: So if you’re asked who roughed you up, you can say a big man in a 
blue uniform, with a moustache. They all have those. They are much more 
masked than I am.
K: What if I wear a wig?
M: In principle, it covers a carnival parade. People are also masked 
there, painting their faces and all. It’s very broad, but doesn’t apply in 
Greenland and Faro Islands! A strange law. And earlier, there was broad 
agreement at we shouldn’t have a law like that. The Social Democrats and 
Radical were against it until they came to power.
F: Do you have any connections with journalists who are fair. Information 
is fair, isn’t it?
M: Some newspapers are more positive toward us, and some have treated 
us very fairly. This thing about being a distribution centre and shit, and 
they find one and a half grams! We can never be friends with Jyllands 
Posten and Berlinger. They have political interests that are directly 
opposed to ours, and that’s just the way it is. Some parts of the press are 
friendlier than others, and some journalists, but the problem is that it’s the 
editor-in-chief that decides what should be printed. A journalist might be 
good, but Bent Falbert can just say that’s not the angle the paper wants.
Each demonstration has its colour, and everybody knows that it’s the blue 
where people are going to throw stones, so you can go there if that’s what 
you’re looking for. Then, there is the pink and yellow and ecological etc. 
The press people were only interested in the blue block, also because 
they knew that the pictures on the net would all come from there. But in 
Prague they didn’t get a hold of anyone from the blue demo, so they got 
them at night.
F: We were down there for three-four days. We were everywhere…
K: We stayed with some Czechs.
F: … and we didn’t see anything at all. Nothing was smashed, nothing at 
all. But there were those who just went after that.
K: There was only MacDonald’s there in the evening when they went 
around to the shops. The only thing they could do was to keep people out 

of the opera!
F: That journalist that Maria talked with. She said to him that that was 
all they were interested in. But a couple of days after that another article 
was printed that was actually rather good because the reporter had been 
trapped himself and chased just like the others.
M: There was also another demonstration where a BT reporter was forced 
to sit in a puddle for an hour, so his article got another angle. But some 
journalists always have as their goal to throw mud on all protest move-
ments. Ulrik Høj and Carsten Jensen will probably always write their shit.
F: As you say, it’s the editors that decide. The reporters deliver the goods 
the editors want, and they want to sell more newspapers.
K: What do you do to get your side of the stories out? Do you have any-
thing to do with Independent Media?
M: We send out statements to the press.
K:  Are you sending one out about all this?
M: Yes, we have sent one, and maybe we’ll send one more.
K: What’s your web address?
M: We don’t have one. We had an old homepage, but I don’t know if it 
works anymore.
K: Where do you send it then?
M: We put it on Modkraft’s site and send it out to parts of the press, to 
DR and TV2 so they can see how we see things. Then, they can contact us 
and we can decide whether we’ll talk to them or not. Other times we have 
chosen not to talk to them, but this time we’ll have to, because we can’t 
let ourselves be accused of all this hash-piss. That’s horrible – and a part 
of the brown delivery service!
F: I think you should come out as much as possible. We’ve also been 
squatters –we were called slum stormers when we were young. We lived 
in Hudegården , Vesterbro. Have you heard of that?
K: And Nordstjernen?
F: That was in 1970.
M: I’ve heard about slum stormers.
F: The day the police came, we weren’t at home, but we experienced all 
kinds of police spies. We also participated in Vietnam demonstrations 
then, and the demonstration against the World Bank meeting.
M: That was when they beat up their own men. I read about that.
F: The police planted people a lot. We experienced this Vesterbro gang 



called the Pinochio gang, just a bunch of criminals. They went amok and 
smashed Hudegården lots of times…
K: They came one afternoon and played music and acted as though they 
supported us…
F: …we made a kindergarten and this Pinochio’s son came, so we knew 
him. There were fire alarms then in small red boxes where you broke the 
glass. One day we saw that his son broke the glass on one of them and set 
off the alarm. Twenty fire engines came down Dannebrogsgade, but there 
wasn’t any fire, so they drove off again. Then, flames started coming 
out of the roof, but the alarm was broken and couldn’t be used. We tried 
to use the telephone boxes, but they were all taken, with two or three of 
those guys from the gang.
K: In the whole neighbourhood…
F: …so it took a while before the fire department came back.
K: They burned us out time after time.
F: That guy, Pinochio, after we got to know him we discovered suddenly 
at a Vietnam demonstration…
K: It wasn’t Vietnam…
F: It was at the American Embassy anyway. Maybe Cambodia…
K: It was the first demonstration where the police had helmets on and 
shields. They had never had them before, but suddenly they stood there 
like a regiment of soldiers in front of the embassy.
F: And there was this one guy who threw a bottle and stones at the police.
K: Right in front of us…
F: We discovered afterwards that it was him, Pinochio.
K: After he did that, the police just waded into the demonstration and 
started hitting people with their sticks. They had blocked the road before 
Østerbro Station with police cars, so people couldn’t get away in that 
direction. The police could then force people out the other way. It was a 
little demo, about 10,000. And it was he, Pinochio – he worked for the 
police. He didn’t come around our house while he was working for them. 
They had some other ones who came. They were dressed like ordinary 
people. One was walking a little dog. But everyone could sense that it was 
the police. We made a café and a place where drug addicts could get a 
meal, social work, and he came in with his dog.
F: There was a poster with pictures of police informers, and suddenly we 
realized that one of them was sitting in our café.

M: They still do that. They have informers, policemen who try to infiltrate 
us and sometimes it’s very clear who they are.
K: When you have open house?
M: No, they haven’t tried that, but at demonstrations you can see them; 
you can smell them far off! They could just as well have their uniforms 
on, but sometimes some are very cool and look more like ordinary people.
F: After that episode, we moved to Jutland to the country. We told people 
there what we had experienced and they just sat and stared. They couldn’t 
believe it. But they had seen something about it in TV. That’s why I think 
it’s really important if you can…
K: … say your meaning. We have to say our meaning.
M: That’s right!
F: In your milieu, they believe you, but you don’t have to go very far out, 
then it’s your own fault.
M: The media picture is very massive.
F: I can give an example. I am an artist and I teach at the art academy. I 
remember one time I asked my students why they didn’t work together on 
something with the Autonome. My students, they are reasonably bright 
people, but they felt that was just too far out.
M: They have elephant hats on so they don’t have any faces, and they 
sleep with iron bars and Molotov cocktails and cobblestones. It’s hard 
to get through that picture. That’s also why, when we do something – I 
mean, I don’t have anything against hats and iron bars and stones once in 
a while. It’s always a matter of judging what works best, but we should 
also try other things. We should always do other things so we don’t paint 
ourselves into a corner where we are just the Autonome, that underground 
army dressed in black. But calling us a hash gang. That’s just a way of 
trying to isolate our kind of protest and make it illegitimate, because that 
tells people we aren’t fighting for a political idea. We are just a mafia 
gang. Of course, we have to fight against that, and that’s why we would 
like to talk to the press this time. Last time ,we wouldn’t talk to the press. 
It wouldn’t be of any benefit, and especially not for the guy they were 
after, who wouldn’t especially enjoy being called names on television 
or in Ekstra Bladet. So this is something we are conscious about, and 
we also disagree among ourselves about how to do it. But that’s healthy. 
Disagreements are good, different ways of thinking.
F: Out in Hudegården, Kirsten and I were in favour of trying to outsmart 



the police. Then, there were others who were in favour of building bar-
ricades and having a big fight with the police. They won, and that created 
a really paranoid atmosphere. Every day we were wondering when they 
would come, and people started leaving  slowly and we were fewer and 
fewer living there.
K: That was also after Pinochio had broken all the windows.
F: Those who stood for the hard line said it was because people in 
Vesterbro expected a big fight, so we should give them a real show.
M: Sometimes it’s important to show people that you’ll defend yourself. 
That’s legitimate. We can show people that we are not there just to be 
stepped on. We fight back, defend ourselves and I think that’s fine. You  
have to be flexible.
K: Yes, use different methods, also ones they don’t expect.
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The police are lying about Baldersgade – The propaganda begins!
During the week before the summit meeting in Gothenburg in 2001, the Swedish 
press made public some startling disclosures about counter-demonstrators. 
They used the big headlines: “Danes prepare Bush assassination”, “Bazooka 
found in apartment”, “Weapons found in school” etc. The stories had two things 
in common. They were all based on sources from the Swedish police and they 
were pure lies. That the stories had no basis in fact was first confirmed during 
the weeks after the summit, but by then they had already had the desired effect: 
These ‘disclosures’ created a climate of distrust toward the activists and there-
fore gave the police more latitude for violating the activists’ rights. The conse-
quences are well known.
Yesterday, we experienced in Denmark the first example of a similar campaign 
of lies by the Danish authorities. Police spokesmen were presented in several 
TV-news programmes with a story that claimed that in a search of a left-radical 
collective in Baldersgade in June of this year, the police had found materials for 
making bombs. They did not explain why this ‘news’ was being made public so 
many months afterwards, nor that the same materials had been confiscated by 
the police during an earlier search and subsequently returned to Baldersgade.
The latest statements from the police are also in sharp contrast with a statement 
by Criminal Inspector Kurt Jensen in the local newspaper, På Gaden, in August. 
Here, Inspector Jensen says, “The circuit is completely harmless as long as it is 
used legally”.
The Global Roots fear that this ‘disclosure’ will not be the last lie to come from 
the authorities, but just the first step in a campaign to frighten people from par-
ticipating in demonstrations against EU and create a climate that will provide 
greater elbowroom for violation of demonstrators’ civil rights.

Message to the press
From Collective Bumzen, 

Copenhagen, 19 November 2002  

No Bombs in Baldersgade
The collective, Bumzen, firml y denies the police’s claim that our home is a bomb 
factory. From what we have been able to understand from the dramatic story 
in the press about what was found in Baldersgade, the big find is homemade 
fireworks made from components that can be bought legally in Denmark and that 
can cause third degree burns. Fireworks like these can be bought legally just 
across the border from Denmark. We can only wonder how such fireworks can 
be connected to a timer. “From what we have seen on television and on the poli-
ce’s homepage, it is all about a simple circuit that should be able to ignite eve-
rything from an egg timer to an atom bomb!” says Irene Aagaard from Bumzen.” 
Criminal Inspector Kurt Jensen said to På Gaden back in August 2002, “The 
circuit is completely harmless as long as it is used legally, ”
“The police have taken something they found in June and tried to connect it to 
the impending summit meeting. Copenhagen’s police are consciously trying to 
criminalize the radical opposition and frighten ordinary citizens from participating 
in the manifestations against the coming EU summit!” says Irene Aagaard from 
Baldersgade.
The residents in Baldersgade hope that people can see through these lies and 
that they will participate in the demonstrations in December.
Against the State and Capital!
The Struggle Continues!




